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Queft. 1. Rom our Old Friend Artemifa. |] Whe- 
ther there's any {uch thing in the World 


ws a pure difinterefted Love ? And whe- 
ther all Love mayn't be reduc'd to Self-love ? That moft fhew 
Kindne{s purely to advantage themjelves, is very evident, 
and fome are Charitable and kind out of vain glory, 10 have 
the Reputation of being Good, Pitiful and tender-hearted : 
But whether in others the fatisfaction of Obliging a Friend 
does not bring fo great 4 Pleafure with it, that one may be 
faid to do the Kindne{s to ones {elf ? Nay, whether the fhow- 
ing Pity and Compaffion to one in pain and mifery, thé a 
S’ranger to ws, and whom for that reajon we can {carce be 
aid to Love, and from whom we can't probably expect any 
return: Whether even this be not felf-love ? Becaufe there us 
fomething in our Natures that makes us uneafie at fuch Ob- 
jects, and we put our felves out of Pain if we cam any ways 
eafe or relieve them ? 

An{w. We believe there’s no fuch thing as Love pure- 
ly difinterefted, tho’ fome may be more or lefs Intereft- 
ed than others ; whence it follows, that all Mortal Love 
centers in dear felf,as, We think, may be prov’d tn all In- 
{tances, nay, from the very abftracted dehinitien of Good, 
whicli real or apparent, isthe Object of Love, and muft be 
founded in Agreezblene(s or Convenience, that not being 
Good to one that is to another, and but one Effential Géod. 
As for the Ioftance you give of fome Perfons being cha- 
ritable out of Vain glory, ’tis not only very true, but 
in Our Judgment, does clearly manifeft the Wifdom of 
the Great Author of the Univerfe, who dilpofes fo 
well of fuch contrary Incidents, and brings Good out 
of Evil: ——-Its alfo a proof for Natural Notices of 
juft, and fair, and good in our Minds, which makes us 
feek Glory, by at leaft the appearance of Virtuous Adi- 
ons. And indeed, fuch as are really beneficent to Man- 
kind, ought not to be defrauded of their juft praife, thé 
their Intentions mayn’t be always right, for this una- 
yoidable Reaion; becaufe one of thefe two things muft 
be granted, either thac they acted from the true ge- 
nerous Principles of Virtue and Honour, and then there 
will be no queftion in the thing ; or elle meerly for Glo- 
ry, which fince ‘tis all the Reward they are ever like to 
have for’t, ‘twou’d be very hard if they fhou’d lofe ir. 
For the other cwo Inftances you give, the Pleafure we 
feel in Obliging a Friend, and the Eaje in relieving the 
miferable, We mult grant, that even both of thefe are 
Mill fairly reducible co Intere/t and Self, thd that Inte- 
reft mult be granted more pure than in the former 
Cafe, the Plea/ure refuleing from a fair and honeft Ati- 
on, is fo Natura! to the miad, and has fucha fitnets and 
agreea'sienefs to Humanity, that nothing purely rela- 
ting to this World can pretend to equal it, nay we 
queftion whether we ought to call it mortal, and it ben’t 
rather fomething Divine and Heavenly, And to this 
may be reduc’d that of relieving the miferable, there 
being certainly fomething more in pleafure than privati- 
on of pain, the former having fomething in’t that's pofi- 
tive and real, as the pain of Huager may be affwag’d by 
the meaneft Food, but yet there's certainly fomething 
more than the removal or ablence of this Hunger, 
when we tafte the moft delicate Fruits, or generous 
Wines But fuppofing ic were only to eafe our felves 
that we eafe others, ic mult thence follow that ’tis Na- 
tural and Humane to do fo, fuch Tendernefs and Incli- 
nations being it feems ftampt on the Nature of Man, as 
makes him concern’d for all the reftof his Species: And 
indeed its the fame in other Ranks of Animals, efpe- 
‘cially tae more generous ; for how willa diving Horfe 
be ajlarm’d at the fight of anotherthat’s dead, and its 
faid, that the Cryes of all forts of Animals will call to- 

ether as many others of the fame Kind as are within 
earing, co attempt their relief, Ina word, ‘tis only 


of the Deity himfelf that we can fay, he déver without 
Advantage or Intereft, and without any thing of pain, pi- 
ties the miferable. 


Queft. 2. From the fame. | Reading in the 2d. Vol. of 
the Pacquet broke open, I find mention made of Siiphs and 
Salamanders, which are things I never before heard of : 
My Ignorance makes me Curious, and I beg of your 
Society to ae me with an Account of them, what their 
Nature and Office is, and by whom they were firft difco- 
verd ? 

Anfw. We won't defraud you of fo much Diverfion as 
you may have by reading the Hiftory of the Count of 
Gabalisy where you'll find a very pleafant Account of 
all thofe New Difcoveries ; which if you are in dan- 
ger of believing after you have read ‘em, (as the Au- 
thor himfelf feems to have done, thé he tells all the 
matter with an Air of Drollery ) ‘twill then be time 
enough for you and Athens to have further Difcourfe a- 
bout ‘em. 


Queft. 3. I'ma Married Man, and have fome Children, 
but having {pent part of my Eftate, betook my felf to an Em- 
ployment under the King, which Obliged me to leave my Fa- 
mily for fome time, during which, it happend at one of the 
Places where my bufine{s call’d me, a Toung Lady fell in 
Love with me, and being mightily diffatisfied in her Mind 
her Sifter defir'd to know the Reafon of it, and upon her dif- 
covery of the Caufe, and encreafing Di/pofiticn, acquaints the 
Father with the whole Matrer, who immediately came to me 
and told me of it, and Ibimthat I was already Married, 
and therefore could not comply with bis or bis Daughters De- 
fire : However, be importun’d me to (ee ber, which I did 
two or three times a day, till at laft fhe ber felf told me the 
Occafion of ber Ine{s, I an{wer'd her as I had her Father be- 
jore, shat I was Marry'd, bowever on ber further preffing In- 
fiances, I promis'd ber Marriage in cafe my prefent Wife 
fhou'd die, on which, in fome time after the Lady recovers, who 
I bad atmoft forgot to tell you, is worth about 60}. p. An. 
After fome time my bufinefs call’d me to another place, where 
I now am, and a Widow there falls in love with me much 
in the fame manner, and in the {ame Condition with the for- 
mer Lady, to whom alfo 1 promis'd Marriage on the {ame Con- 
ditions, and for the {ame Reafons fhe’s about 40, has no 
Children, and 1501. @ Year at ber Difpofal. I love them 
both equally, and my Wife is now dangeroufly ill: Pray your 
Advice in your next Mercury ? 

Anfw. In what hafte the Man is—Sure one wou’'d 
think he might ftay at leaft cill the next Volume, let his 
Wife dye or live. Well, for thame let not our own 
faithful, conftant, generous Sex ever fay hereafter, that 
the good Women are in hafte to be Marry'd, and tell un- 
lucky Stories of their being Courted and Promis’d whe 
leading to Church at their Husbands Funeral, fince we 
find the Husbands can be {0 much beforehand with ’em, 
and promis’d to a fecond, nay a third, before their firft 
Wife's dead, or they know when fhe will be: And in- 
deed "twere great pity, if this Man's be good for any 
thing, but that the fhou’d outlive both her Rivals. Af. 
ter ail, who cou’d think the Wars fhou’d have already 
thus drain’d the Nation, and that there fhou’d be fuch 
Quarrelling only for the Reverfion of one poor hand- 
fome Fellow, (as we may prefume him, they are fo ea- 
ger after him, tho’ for ought We know he may beas 
ugly as any of Our felves) Wou'd this lucky 
Adventurer now be but prevail’d with to fell one of 
two of his Lotts, which elfe muft of neceffity lye upon 
his hands, what Droves of Chapmen might he haye ? 
and how many thoufand Bidders, during the reign of 
one mortal Inch of Candle? For his fick Wife to 
be fure he’d want no Cu@omers, particularly our poor 
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Rhyming Erfend, whom We advis'd to enter into the 
King’s Service, as this has done for a Sanctuary againft 
his unconfcionable Creditor at home — Hew glad wou'd 
he be if this Man wou’d but Change with him, and 
wou'd give, We dare fay, ali the fair Odds he coud 
defire. But, to be graver, We think you did 7 to fee 
the frt Lady, at leait fo trequently as tofeed her Paff- 
on, which is now fix’d on an Unlawful Objet — you did 
yet worle in the Cafe of the fecond, Worfe than both in 
Promifing either, yet worfe ftill in Promifing ‘em both, 
and {till worft of all in Loving ’em, as you in plain Terms 
confeis you do, even while your own Wife has a live 
Tongue in her Head, and Breath in her Body. It’s true, 
if your prefent Wife be either an I/] Wife, or an TH Wo- 
main, there wou’d be fome Temptation ( as Fovian fays ) 
if not to With her a fair riddance, yet not to be imme- 
derately eview'd — but to bear the Lofs as much like a 
Man as poffible: But if her only or principal Faudt be 
her Sicknefr, ox uch unavoidable Accidents of Life, con- 
fider how you'd take it your felf were the Scales turn’d ; 
the young and brisk, and you infirm and fickly, fhou'd the 
Promiie :wo New Husbands for fail, before fhe got rid of 
one old ore ? Yow il fay, it fav’d the Virgins and Wid- 
dows Life — and what if they had long’d for fomething 
more than thin Airy Promife? muft you have been fo 
Honeft and Civil to Oblige ‘em in that too? We there- 
fore think fit to give you no other Advice than to make 
much of your firft Wife, as you're bound to do, that the 
may have fair play, and live as long as fhe can, and if 
fhe does drop off, ‘twill then be time enough for us to 
decide the Controverfie between the two others — tho’ 
We heartily With they might both have the good Luck 
to fee this Paper, where they'd find what a faithful fu- 
ture Lover they have, and wou'd ferve you very right 
if between two Stools they both let you drop, and go 
look for a third Mijtrefs. 


Queft. 4. I'm a marry'd Man, of a fanguine Complexion, 
in the Flower of my Strength and Age, my Wife infirm, and 
for her fake the Phyfitians advife me to take a Fourney inte 
the Country, to fee my Friends, which I find I can't do with- 
out great Ineonveniency : Pray your Advice bow I fhalt be- 
have my [elf in this matter ? 

Anfo. Pray Sir, ftand by a Minute or two, ‘till We 
have difpatcht another Importunate Querift, that crouds 
in and will take no Denyal. 


Queft. 5. I have been Marry'd fome Years, my Wife and 
I widdle-ag’d, and both healthy, but never yet had any 
Children, at which we are both extreamly troubled, having 
a good Eftate to difpofe of : My Wife fancys my Smoaking 
Tebacco, which I doin great quantities, may be the Caule 
of the Misfortune we both Complain of, which if I thought 
it was, I'd leave it off, how difficult foever it might 
Pray your Advice in this matter ? 

Anfw. to 5. ) You're come very luckily Sir, for 
your own fzke, and the Gentleman's there that ftands juft 
by you —[_to both } Let 4 take Tobacco foundly, for 
fome time, without going into the Countrey, and if it 
has the Effect which 5's Wife fancys, let him give us an 
Account on’t, and We'll not fail to let 5 know it. 


Queft. 6. A Gentleman to obtain his Defies of a young 
Lady, after feveral Promifes of Marriage, to confirm her the 
the more, takes a Bible and reads the Matrimony, declaring 
themfelves Man and Wife in the Prefence of God Almighty, 
the Man Wifhing the Contents of that Woly Book might rife 
againft him at the Day of Fudgment if he falfify'd that Vow — 
affer which he pafs'd for ber Husband, living with her feve- 
ral Years, and bad two Children by her, but fome Fealou- 
fies being then rais'd between ‘em, they fell out and parted, 
and the Gentleman is marry'd to another — the Queftion is, 
Whether of the twois bis lawful WifebefreGod? 

Anfw. Confult our Indexes, and you'll find this, if 
We miftake not, more than once Anfwer’d — All We 
fhall add at preient fhall be this Remark, That if Peo- 
ple after all will take no Warning, but ftill go om thus 
to Cheat the Parjon, they muft e’ne thank themfelves, and 


take what follows. 
Queft. 7. A Gentleman Courts a Lady of a confiderable 


Fortune, and has gain'd ber Affettions and Friends Confent 
to be marry'd, the Ladys Friends having enquir'd and being 
fatisfy'd with the Character they have of the Gentleman : 
Now I having but too much Reafon to {ufpect bis Honefty as 
to Women, Query, Whether I'm oblig’d to acquaint she 
Lady's Friends therewith, being Perfons Ove a great Efteem 
for, the Match being, as I'm inform'd, agreed to by all Par- 
ties, before which I was ignorant of the Gentleman’s De- 
meanour ? I'm the more Cautious of alling in the Cafe, leajt 
it fhou'd favour of Interest or Envy, there having been not long 
fince fome Overtures of Marriage berween ber Parents and 
my felf ? 

_Anfw. If you Love the Lady, it’s fair Play between 
Rivals, if you can juftly, to ruine his Reputation with 
the Old Folks — ( tho’ We can’t tell whether ’twou’d do 
as much with the Young ) If ’tis only pure refpeét for 
the Family makes you concern’d, you ought however 
to confider, fuppofing your Intelligence certain, whether 
the Accufation is grounded on fingle Inftances, or a Con- 
firm'd Habit — If the latter, you're undoubtedly Oblig’d 
to let the Family know it — If the former enly, We are 
not fo {ure of it, unlefs you know where to direét the 
Lady in fuch an Age as this, toa Lover who had not 
been guilty in the fame manner. 


Adbertifements. 


ow? C being now about the Opening of the Campaign, 
and Time of Aétion drawing on, any Perfon 
who wou'd be fo Mafter of Geogagrapbp as exadtly 
to underftand all Publick News and Forreign Gazettes, 
may be carefully Taught the fame, and attended at 
Convenient Hours by the Author of Geography Ana- 
tomtzeD, or the Compleat Geograpbicat Grammar, 
and that at very reafonable Rates, and with all Expedi- 
tion; Enquire at Mr. Batchellor’s, at the Globe nigh Cha- 
ring-Crofs ; Mr. John Wats, Picture-feller at the Flying- 
Horje, near St. Dunftan’s Ghurch in Fleet-ftreet : Mr. Tho. 
Leving, Bookfeller in Field-Court in Grays-Inn ; Mr. Mor- 
den's at the Atlas in Cornhil; Mr. Cockeril’s at the three 
Leggs in the Poulerey; Mr. Moxon’s at the Atlas in War- 
wick-lane ; Mr. Lea’s at the Atlas in Cheapfide, and in 
Weftminfter-Hall, near the Court of Common-Pleas. 


oF “THe Ninth Volume of the Athenian Mercury, with 
A. a General Title, Preface and Index to it, is now 
Publitht, ftitche up in Marble Paper. Price 2 5. 6 d. 


- He Converfion of Theodore Fchn, a late Teacher 

among the FEWS, Together with his Con- 
feflion of the Chriftian Faith before he was Baptized. 
Price 6d. Both Printed for Fohn Dumtonm at the Ra- 
ven in the Poultrey. 


F “Y"He Mourners Direcory, guiding him to the Middle 
Way betwixt the two Extreams, Defeé, Ex- 
cefs of Sorrow for his Dead. To which is added The 
Mourners Soliloquy. By Thomas Doolittle, M. A. 
London, Printed for Tho. Cockerill at the three Leggs in 
the Poultrey, over againft the Stocks- Market. 1693. 


Merion : Or, Chrift’s Thoufand Years Reign 


upon Earth, Confider’d in a Letter to a Friend. 
London, Printed for William Crook, at the Green Dra- 
gon without Temple-Bar. Price Bound 1 s. 


T. the Ounncper Oihee the Weft End of the Royal Exchange, 
isto be Sold an Extraordinary Colleftion of Pictures, and 
| gther Curiofities, being the Pictures of feveral Perfons. of 
Quality lately Deceafed, which are now already hung up, and 
ready to be Expos‘d to Sale at a prefix‘d Price, being Pidures of 
all fizes, fit for Clofets, Halls and Stair-Cafes, and moit of them 
Originals, on every Wednefday and Thur{day ( to Sel] by Day-light) 
‘till all be Sold, at Three of the Clock each Afternoon, beginning 
this Week, and if any Perfon caunot come at the Sale, they may 
be furnifhed before and after the Sale: And all People that have 
any good Pictures, Goods, or any Curiofities that they are will- 
ing to Difpofe of, may bring them into the laid Office, and have 
one half of the Vallue of the faid Goods down, and the other half 
when they are Sold, paying Intereft for, the Money ‘till they Shall 
receive the fame, where Attendance will be given trom this Day, 
from Six every Morning ‘till Seven at Night, to either receive in, 
or difpofe of the aforefaid Goods. Catalogues gratis. 
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